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=B IPPIDI DTG ELE ST
DEUTERONOMY vii. 10.

When tho hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the
Lorp thy Gob, for t/ze gooa’ land which he hath gzvm
thee,

THE time. approachmg when Moses must die, he,
good man, expressed his concern for the people of his charge,
and, therefore, on a certain day, in the fortieth year from their
departure out of Egypt, being t then encamped on the plains
of Moab, by the banks of the river Jordan, he called them
together, and at different times made two very tender and
moving addresses to them, wherein he briefly related all that
bad befallen their fathers, since the time they left Egypt—-
Lﬁe gracious dealings of God towards them—their frequent
murmuﬁngs and rebellions against him—and the many severe
Judgments that had followed thereupon. He gave them g
snmmary of all the laws which the divine goodness had cal.
culated for their happmess ; and having rehearsed the Deca.
logue almost word for word, he reminded them of the sol-
emn and awful manner in which it was delivered from Mount
Sinai ; and of the manifold obligations laid upon them, to a
strict cbservance of it : He entreated them to be faithful to
God : He assures them, on the one hand, that if they kept
his commandments, they should not fail of having innumera-
ble blessmgs heaped upon them ; and, on the other, that if

. _ they
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they wickedly departed from them; all manner’ of troubles

and calamities would overtake them. These things Moses
not only delivered to the People by word of mouth, but or-
dered to be writtén in a_ Book, which he compiitted to the
care of the Levites, to deposrt in'thie Ark -of the Covenant
to remain a witness against the Children of Israel, in case
they should prove disobedient and rebellious.

Awmonc the many directions given ther}i; relative to
their future conduct, we may reckon the one which is con-
tained in the text ; ; “ When thou hast eaten and art full, then
thou shalt bless the Lord thy God, for the good land which
he hath given thee.” Here we may note, o

1st. THE duty enjoined upon Israel, viz. to:bless the
Lord their God.  Thou shalt bless the Lotd thy"God.”—
For men to bless God sometimes signifies to extol and magﬂ
nify him, for the mﬁmte excellencies and perfectlons of hxs
nature ; as Psalms civ. 1, 2, ¢ Bless the Lord O my soul.
O Lord my God, thou art very great H “thou art “clthed ‘with
honor and majesty ; who coverest thyself with flght as. W:tﬁ
a garment.” . And sometimes it s:gmﬁes to gwe hlm thanks
for mercies and benefits recelved . Psalms ciii. 2 “ Bless
the Lord O my soul and forget not all his benefits.” To
bless God in the text may be considered, perhaps, as requir,
ing of us to praise God for his glorious excellencies and per-
fections ; but more particularly to render him thanks for his

mercies. _ _—

2ndly. For what must Israel bless God ? For “the
good land given them.” The goodness of the Temmd Moses -

describes in the preceding context : He sets it forth to be g

land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths, that spring .

outof the hills, alandof wheat and barley, and vines and fig-

trees, and pomgranates ; a land of oil olive, and honey ; a
land

i
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land where they - should eat bread without scarceness,” and
should not lack any thing in it ; and a land whose stones were
iron, aml out of whose hills they might dig brass, And we
add, a land distinguished not only by the richness and variety
of its productions, but a land to be distinguished by the light
of God’s word, and the enjoyment of divine ordinances, and
a free government. This is the good land which the People
of Israel were, by the direction in our text, to bless or give
thanks to God for : But when are they more especiilly called
to perform this duty ? The text says, * Wheh thou hast ea-
ten and art full ;” i, e. « When they had entered in-and taks
en possession of the land, and undex the protection arid smjles
of Heaven, enjoyed the fruits, immunities and privileges of
it. -Whenever this should become their case, théy ‘weie -to
bless God, and thankfully acknowledge their good land, ahd
good thifigs, as flowing ‘altogethet: from his distinguishing
mercv and goodness, and render to hlm the pi‘alse and grétl-

e

tude due to his great maime,

But were the People of Israel, among the numerous
branches of the great Family of Man, throughout-all ‘gene-
rations, Isay were the People of Israel alone, under obliga-
tions to religious praise and gratitude fof their good land ?—
Are not the people of this land under pecuiiar obligations of
this kind ? May it not be said that we have a good land 7
That this is truly the case, and that we are under peculiar ob.
ligations to make otir thankful acknowledgments to God, wili
now be subjects of eur illustration and improvement. That
we have a good land, it is thoughe will sufficiently appeac
from the following considerations.

1st. Ow account of climate.—These American States

are situated in a climate that is comparatively temperate, with

respect to heatand cold. We are not placed either in a frig-

id or torrid zone, but in a middle climate, between the frigid
and
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- and torrid zones. We have summer and winter, cold and
heat ; but we efiperience not the freezing severity of the cold
regions of the Nerth, nor the continued burning heat of the
South, Could we take a tour to the North and visit Iceland,
then tread our steps back, and extend them to some ‘equato-
rial region, and after these experiments return to our native
latitude, we should doubtless felicitate ourselves on account
of our situation, and say, with respect to climate, we have a
goodly land. We are liable to diseases and death ; but per-
haps our climate is as favorable to health, vigor, and longev-
ity as any on this earthly-globe. - Contag'lous djsorders have
raged in_some of our most. populous - places, in some few
years past, and made wide,ravages among their inhabitants,
But these mortal epidemics being principaily confined to cit-
ies and populous places, rather shew that they are not to be
imputed to a general insalubrity of the air of the climate,but
that there are natural causes thereof, existing in sych places,
and are such appendages as cannot epsily be seperated from
'them.

2na’ly W E h'u'e a good land on account of relative situ,
ation ; or on account of our situation with respect to the pow-
erful nations of Europe. It is supposed to be 3000 miles a
cross the Atlantic, a distance not so great but that we can
keep up commercial connections, and carry on traffic ; bug
yet a distance so great as serves, in some measure, for our
defence. This was one circumstance, among others, which,
in the late revolutlonary war with Great-Britain, was, under
Gods government, a mean of our preservation, Britain, in
the pride of her power, despised the idea of our being equal

to a conflict with her warriors. And truly we were nothing

to them in point of military skill and power ; and had we

Deen placed in their vicinity, they might have easily obtained

victory over us ; but being at such a distance from us, tho’
they

7
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ﬁ\ey had ships of war and transportsj?!hgey, yet they
found themselves so embarrassed arid baffled, that they yields
ed to us in the conflict, and consented to our Independence,
‘We do not pretend to say that our distance from the powery
of Europe will secure us from their invasions.  Yet this we
say, that should this be the case, the distance lays them un-
der great disadvantages,and is therefore a circumstance muclf
in our faver. I this respect then we have a good land.

8rdly. W have a good Tand on account of the naturaf
fertility of the soili’ We canriot, as yét, make our boast of
mines of Gold a‘nd'Sﬁver, tin and brass. These precious
mettles are ot washed down from the mountains and hills;
nor mix with the sands below, to be gathered at pleasure y
yet we havé natural source? of national wcalth such, per-
haps, as are more conducive fo natlonal happmess than the
richest mines would be. Amog otr natural sources we may
reckon the fertility of ouf soil. Tlie face of our extensive
fand is composed of mountains, hills and vallies. O the
grassy mouatains the sheep and oxen graze and fatten—in
the vallies grow the corn in pleasing luxuriance. We cannot
bodst of vineyards, nor of oil olive, nor of the growth of
figs or pomgranates ; but yet we have almest all those pro-
ductions of the earth which constitute the necessaries of life
in rich profusion.  The art of Husbandry is not carried to:
that pxtch of perfectxon in America, that itis in hurop. 5 yet
the industrious and etonomical citizens of America live, as
to necessaries, as well as the Lords of Europe. Besides the-
ample supply 6f her own inhabitants, America has abunde
ance to spare, as the yearly bills of exporty, testify. Surely

when we consider these things we must say we have 4 good
Tand.

4thly. We have a' good land on account of a free gov~

" ormmment. -Ne people rowe onearth enjoy 4 govetnmient more

free
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free. Like that which God instituted for his peculiar people
of old, it isa Republic. - It has the principal feature of that
constitution, in that our rulers are to be chosen to office by
the people, and from ourselves. It gives equal liberty to all :
It affords excitement to all to cultivate and display genius.—
'The doctrine of any ones having an hereditary right to rule
is not received——it is rejected as enormous. The way to pre-
ferment, according to tha spirit of our government, is merit.
A foundation is laid in government to make us the most hap-
py of all people. We were once ‘happy in conuection with
Great-Britain ; but the King and Parliament shewing a
strong disposition, and determined resolution to infringe upon
our natural and chartered rights, it was thought we could be
happy no longer in that connection. We claimed an inde-
pendent government, -and Heaven has hitherto supported our
claim. Here are seventeen States united together under one
general Constitution, and each State enjoying a Constitution
of her own ; and all these deliberately framed, peaceably ac-
cepted, and most generally obeyed.

A ProrLE enjoying a government mild and liberal like
that of America, will be happy in their social capacity, so
long as they are wise and virtuous,  They may become cor-
rupt and vicious ; in that case they will be liable to be influ-
enced by private connections, party spirit, bribery and flatte-
ry, er by the arts of crafty and designing men. When this
1s the case, they let go their security, lose their liberty and
plunge into bondage. May Heaven avert these evils from
Anterica ! ‘

5thly. WE have a good land on account of literary insti-
tutions for the instruction and education of youth. Man is
borh like a wild Ass’s Colt.  When he first appears in the
world, he seems less rational than many of the lower anim-

als.

wevet‘, an mtellﬂctual spark 1mplanted Wlthm
A er of Lighyp, Thls lles hidden until gradu-
) forth Educatlon will do this. The new-born
seems mcapable of ‘knowmg any thmg, may yet like
measure the stars, ‘trav,' se the path of the wander.
olutions with. precision.—-

omets, and calculate. the1
,’Edu.;catlon is necessary.: even for a
- certamly necessary for tﬁe lmportant pubhc oﬂices of civilized
L.hfe. The intellectual powers ‘of man uneducated, lie. dor-
: mant ; they may be like gold in'the ore. Education refines
" them and makes them fit for use. Well, we have literary in-
"stxtuuons of every grade for the instruction of youth. Our
Towns and Villages are furnished with Schools ; our Coun-
'tres wlgh Academaes s our States with Colleges and Univer-

ne, that has a gemus and a thirst for knowledge,
Every one may. qualify
2 cqmmon cmzen “many for the
‘hxgher oﬂktce) of pubﬁc life. There may be those that con-
temn these things as trifles ; 3 but they are privileges to be
hxghly prlzed and dihgently improved, and - on account of
them we have a good land

tate of c1v1hzat10n—1t is

Gtkly W have a good land in that we are favored with
the gospcl of - our. Lord ]esus Chrxst and - the free enJoyment

of its pnvdeges. . "’

: I emts moc and pmndksooﬁ'ers sneer at the gospel
with all xgs mstttutlons andﬂ ‘tenders of love and mercy ; still
those who have any regard for the welfare and prosperity of
States and Kingdoms ; those. who have any regard for their
own souls, and the souls of their fellow-men, and any regard
for the glory of God, will esteem the gospel the greatest bles-
sing a people can enjoy ; for it tends to promote all the above

a great and good thmgs whlch they regard and desire. It is
calculated

g
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calculated and tends to promote individual good ; yea the eva
erlasting salvation of individualg and the glory of Godimm
But what I shall insist upon at present is, that the gospel is
calculated and tends to promote the peace and tranquility,
welfare and happiness of states and kingdoms, where itisen-
joyed. This it doth, by inculcating all these virtues that
sweeten the spirits and lay the pz'_lsasions and animeosities which
sometimes arise among men ; more particularly by enjoining
upon us to love our neighbours, that is every man in the world,
as ourselves ; to be kind to one apother ; ready to oblige
those we are conversant with ; to be tender hearted and com-
passionate to such as are in want and trouble, and ready at all
times to afford relief ; to mourn#with those that mourn, and
rejoice with those that rejoice ; to bear one another’s burdens
and forbear one another in love ; and to forgive our enemies,
and bless them that curse us. And it tendsto promote public
peace and happiness, by recommending'the important rule of
doing to others as we would that others should do to us ; by
commanding obedience to reasons laws which are just and
good ; and by forbidding whatever is contrary to these, viz.
violence aud fraud, treachery, breach ef trusts, oaths and
promises, undutifulness to superiors, sedition and rebellion
against lawful authority ; and if there be any thing clse that
is apt to disturb the public peace and alienate the affections of
men trom one another, it is forbidden by the gospel. These
are some of the precepts and prohibitions of the gospel.—
And there could be nothing devised more proper and effectual
to procure the tranquillity of men’s rainds, and to promote
the peace and happiness of states and kingdomé, and of the
world ; and that, not only as the observance of these precepts
and prohibitions, has a natural tendenéy to peace and happi.
ness, but as God, in consequence of a due observance of them,
will not fail to remove all troubles and calamities, and bestow
all

~ )
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all those blessingé which are necessary to constitute social and

public happiness.

®

. Tazsk are some of the principal considerations on ac-
count of which we have a goodly land. I come now to shew
that on account of the good land we enjoy we are under obli-

_ gations to bless God ; that is, to speak of his excellencies

and to make him our most thankful acknowledgements.

Have we cause to felicitate ourselves on account of cli-
mate and relative situation ; and have our lines fallen in a
fruitful land ; whose goodness, whose hand and counsel are
to be acknowledged in all these happy circumstances ! Mest
certainly God’s. “ The most high, that divideth to the na-
tions of the earth their inheritance, and sets the bounds of
every‘man’s habitation,” has given us our lot in this good,
pleasaht, and priviledged land.  That we had not our earth.
ly existence with the wretched inhabitants of Lapland, or on
the burning sands and under the scorching sun of Arabia,
must be resolved wholly to the holy, wise and benevolent
sovereignty of God. Ovur enjoyment of the gospel and
means of education, we derive from the same source. As
individuals we are bound in duty to say, what have we that
we have notreceived. The same humble language becomes
nations. Personal and national blessings flow from Gods in-
finite goodness. . Gpds dominion is over all : He is King of
nations as well as of individuals. Are nations liberally fur-
nished with the means of public and private happiness, Gods
mercy is to be thankfully acknowledged.

Gop, who gave us this land and made it good on the
above mentioned acccuntg continues us in the possession of
our inheritance, and in the enjoymentof our invaluable rights

- -and privileges. Enemies we have had, who have invaded

us,
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us, troubled and distressed us ; but we were defended, de-
livered, exalted. We pass not along without divine correc-
tions and rebukes ; but we may sing of mercy, as well as
judgment. With our goodly heritage, God continues his
smiles upon our husbandry, fishery and trade.  The earth
annually yields her increase. The labor of the husbandman
has this year been crowned with success. The health of somé
of our towns has been interrupted by a mortal sickness in the
season past ; but it has been generally enjoyed, and where it
was denied, it is now restored. God smiles upon our litera-
ry institutions—they flourish—we enjoy peace and its pleas.
ant fruits :—But the greatest token for good, is the success
. of the gospel, appearmg in the awakening, conviction and
conversion of sinners to God. A general revival of religion
would ensureus of every national prosperity and happmess.
Says God, concerning his people of old, « O that they would
fear me and keep my commandments always, that it might
. be well with them and their children after them.” The re-
vivals that have taken place in these Northern States and in
the Southern, are a token for good ; that God has not utterly
forsaken us ; but that he remembers us still, with his 1ovixig
kindness and tender mercy. O that God would revive his
work more and more, and cause us, as a people, to fear him
and keep his commandments. ' '

Trx bestowment of favors always é. onfers obligations
upon the receiver. ~We, in this land, ,hc Shder the strong-
est obhgatlons to religious praise and gratltude to God, our
kmd patron and benefactor. Were we an innocent, virtuous
* people, yet we should be unworthy of all Gods mercies that
he has bestowed upon us. How unworthy then seeing we
are a sinful people '—There are many in the land, we hope,
who walk before God and are upright—more, we fear, re-
gard not God nor the divine Redeemer, and are walking ac-

5
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cordmg to the sight of their own eyes and desires of their

own hearts.  The more unworthy we are of the blessings of
“Heavexr, the greater obligations are conferred upon us, by
» their bestowment upon us and their continuance unto us.—-

66 What shall we render to the Lord for all his benefits,” was

 the enquiry of the pious Psalmist, and will be the enquiry of -

every American, of a pious, an ingenuous mind.

Rzricious gratitude is the debt we owe to God for his
benchits. Religious gratitude, whatis it 2—Itis a compre-
hension cf holy love and obedience to God—a gratitude of
less comprehension falls short of that which is due to God
for his favors. True gratitude always acknowledges our de-
pendénce upon God—-—acknowledges God as the ‘giver of ev-
ery go&} thing we enjoy, whether of a public or. private na-- )
ture—acknowledges our infinite unworthiness and ill-desert.
The truly grateful man fc;els hummble for and ashamed of his
sins, under the recepiion and enjoyment of Gods merci¢s—
he feels indebted and obliged, and disposed to make such re-
turns to God his benefactor, as he believes to be well pleas-
ing in his sight. Being fully convinced that holy love, praise
and obedience are the only sacrifices that God is, through
Christ, well pleased with ; and being fully sensible that God
is an inﬁnitély worthy, excellent, glorious Being ; and having
a lively sense of hisloving kindness and tender mercies, he
feels constrained to bless God—to speak of his glorious ex-
cellencies, and thankfully to acknowledge his kindness—to
repent of his sins—to believe in Christ, and to bring foith
those frmts of holiness, which are to the praise and glury of
his grace. This is the nature and fruit of true religious grat-
itude. This is a debt we should every day of our lives be
paying: Yeta debtfrom which we never shall be discharged,
because Gods mercy endureth forever.

Tue
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Tre design of this day of Thanksgiving is not that we
may indulge ourselves in vain mirth, merriment and dissipa-
tion ; these are sacrifices which God abhors. The design of
this day is not barely to appear publicly in_his house of wor-
ship ; nor to feast plentifully at our tables ; but. to yield a
wibute of sincere gratitude to God for his manifold mercies.

To keep a day of Thanksgiving, in a religious manner,
at the close of the year, we are urged, by the éxample of our
pious ancestors, by the supreme authority of the State, and
by the fitness and reasonableness of the thing. Nature points
out the duty of religious praise and gratitude : We are en-
dued with reason, and are capable of observing the merciful
works of God ; and we have the faculty of spzech, and
therefore a capacity of expressing the grateful senfiments of
our hearts. Even the wicked love those that love them, and
do goéd to those that do good to them. This is natural.—
If gratitude to one another is a dictate of nature, shall not
reason and religion lead up our hearts in love and gratitude
to God ?—All nature around us admonisheth us of the pro-
priety of making returns to God for benefits received. The
inland waters are discharged into the sea from whence they
are derived—the clouds remit in plentiful rains, the water
exhaled from earth and sea in vapors—the fields bring forth
fruits meet for those by whom they are dressed—there is a
Leautiful interchange of kind offices in the works of creation.
Shall we be delinquent in our returns to God, the source of
all our good ?

A pispostTion to habitual gratitude goes far to make
the present life happy. It diminishes the .cares, eases the
Purdens, assuages the griefs of life, ‘feéves“‘the mind from
gloomy darkness, and inspires the heart With serenity and

joy-
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joy- Ingratitade has an influence d.irectly.the reverse eIt
is sullén, peevish, envious and malicious ; it ilepl:xves us of
satisfact'lon in the epjoyment of every favor ; it gives an ad-
ditional sting to every evil. Religious praise and grati‘tude
has been the delightful work of saints on earth, and is the
employment of Angels in Heaven. Let us then blgss G(.)da
and give thanks always in every thing, through Jesus Christ,
that we may be here prepared, and hereafter admitted, tojoin
the happy spirits above, in ascribing blessing and honor,gf’and
glory and power, and thanksgiving, to him thatsitteth on the
Throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever—AMEN.





