PATRIOTISM

AND PIETY.

THANKSGIVING DAY SERMON

AT THE

CHURCH OF T
NOVEMBEI

TEXT—Nehemtah xii., 43.—* Also that day they offered
great sacritices and rejoiced: for God had made themn
rejuice with great joy ; the wives also aund the ‘ehildren
rejoreed ; so thal the joy of Jerusaiem was heard cven
atar off.”

The whole Book of Nehemiah is curicusly inter-
esting and instructive, as the history ot a short
period, when religion inspired patriotism to an ex-
traordinary degree. It enabled a single man of
taith and courage to unite the remnant of the Jew-
ishh people, after the captivity, in redeemnng their
sitered eity, and united all classes in a tremendous
feat of physical enterprise amd religious and pat-
riotic zeal, shown in the sacrifice of private ends to
public duties by which the fallen wall ot Jerusalem
was vebuilt, not by hived laborvers, but by the hands
of the citizens themselves, Necheminh, the enp-
bearer of Arvtaxerxes. the King of Dersia, covered
with honors atd favors in the service of a toreign
monarch, had mourn:-d over his dishonored country,
and specially over the desolation of the holy city.
He said : % The place of my fathers’ sepulchres lieth
waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with
iire” He prayed the King, who loved him, and
bad inquired iuto the sources of his sadness, to
send bim as Governor into Judab, that he night
The King allowed him to go apon
No

other man know his purpose or shared his enter-

rebuild the city.

his romantic and secmingly hopeless errand.

prise, neither, he says, * was there any beast with
e, save the beast that 1 rode upon.” Thuis un-
provided, and alone in hLis thoughts, he came upon
Jorusalers, and saw  with sad eves the ruin of
which ho had before only heard. and walked three
days about amid the wreek of its gates and its

towers and its walls, “ And the rolers Knew not

E MESSIAH,
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whither 1 went nor what I did, neither bad [ as yet
told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the
rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.” ¢ Then
said I to them, Yo see the distress that we are in,
how Jerusalem lieth waste. Let us build up the
wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach,”
The resident nobles of other lands, who were therve
watching the unwelcome visitor and preying on
the ruined people of Jerusalem, laughed his pro-
posal to scorn. *'Then I told them,” he says, ¢ of
the hand of my God, which was good upon me’’;
and the Jews replied, © Let us rise up and build ; so
they strengthened their hands for this good work.”
“The God of Ieaven, He will prosper us,” replied
Nehemiah, and they scet to work.

We have not in all history a more instructive and
detailed account of the rveligious enthusiasm and
contagious zeal with which a whole eity of perhaps
only 10,000 abie-bodicd workmen hent their bodies
and their minds to the fath which burned in one
man’s hieart for twelve years, sacrificing all their
personal interests and property and time and phys-
ieal endurance to the herculean public task which
Nehemiah had imposced, noder a profound impulse
of patriotism and piety. They divided themsclves
into corps of worknten and emulated each other’s
haste and zeal m the portion of the wall, or the
wate, which they severally undertook to restore.
The women worked to supply the men with food.
The men carried a sword in one hand and a trowel
in the other, for they were in hourly fear of attack

“from the enenves of their country and their faith.

But, patient and persistent, they held on under bur-
dens awl sacritices which strained all their personal

errdurance und suppressed all their private desires.



Nehemiah held them to the scrvice with she power
of his mighty trust in God, and his all-quickenin.z
faith, until at last the wall wuas completed and
Jerusalem safe—again to be a mighty stronghold of
his fathers’ beleaguered {uith, a sure defence tor the
sepulehres of David and the prophets. It was to
celebrate this event that the great thanksgiving
described in the text was observed witih all the
pomp that music and feasting and public reading
of the law, awl processions, and domestic joy, could

throw about it.
Nothing but patriotisin and religiou to possess the

the hearts of communitics
in these mighty movements of the common mind

power of cementing

acd will which override all private schemes and
cupidities, and mako sacrifices of toil and treasure
and domestic peace and ease possible to the ordi-
narily selfish, preoccupied, and sgense-bound heart
of man, Fora man’s faith, or for his country, when
either is in sore peril, we may usually reckon upon
a kind of uncaleulating devotion, which will re-
eruit armies and furnish supplies, and extemporize
ways and weans utierly bevoud the nower of any
lower sentiment to mspive. Thus, nothiue short of
what to many seemed fanaticisa, but which to
those who felt it was holy zeal for God aund trust
in His guidance, could have created the spirit
cvinced by our Pilgrim and Puaritan Fathers in
throwing themselves across a stormy ocean, then
only half-explored, into a trackless wilderness, on
the cdge of o new hemisphere. Dull and doubting
minds may new try to prove that o trading temper
mingled largely and even overpoweringly in their
but the hypothesis is ugainst
hinuan  nature. No
conrage and trust as theirs was over yet animated

bold enterprise :
enterprise requiring such
by any less dignifiel and exalting motives than
those of piety or patriotism. Commerce and trade
nave their splendid triumphs,
and peopled and carried to its wonderful heiglits
They huive

They have setiled

of success our great Western country,
created our Pacific Coast, with its marvellous Ce-
velopment of wealth and luxury. The temptation
of cheap lands, and the hope of finding gold, will
lead thousands across mountains unbridyged
rivers, over salt plains and into houseless wilder-
There is a

and

nesses. And we do not wonder at it.
low and sufficient, because a seltish and immediate,
member of

motive, that moves and sustains each

the band. It is each for himself, and for a sup-
posed near reward, however disappointing and ce-

mote 1t may prove. that these colonists are wmoving
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forward with that

compel sometimes our pity and always our admira-

and struggling difticulties

tion. But thiss not the temper that creates o1 sus-
fains the sublime wovements that effect the deei-
sive steps in the world’s progress. It is not so that
new freedom is wained, or that enlarged constitu.
tions, ov better laws, or the spirit of self-sacrifice
for principles and ideas that involve the common
That
curiosity, nor caleulation

good, are secuved, is mever cupidity, nor
private enterprise. nor
in any of its forms: but sentiment, the power ot
certain emotions and convicetions, that dwarf and
tor the time suppress selfish, personal, self-serving
considerations under the victorious sway of feel
ings and principles that have no other end or im-
pulse than their own noble sruth and beauty. Noth-
ing private or personal, that belongs to a man’s 1m-
modiate gratitication, or to what is called his inter-
ests, has any power to move bim to his heart’s core,
fo melt or fuse hiw, as a willing factor, glast to he
fost in a common canse. True it is that passion,
which we speak of so lightly and disapprovingly —
the passion of anger, of love, of ambition, of power,
of revenge -has a temporary, and sometimes a mere
than temporary effect, to raise 4 nian above caleulat-
ing prndencies. He will drown himself, if he cannot
possess the only woman he loves; he will go out and
offer himself as a target to the duellist to wipe oft
the staan of an insulting word : he will desperately
and hopelessly fight & dozen men to glut only his
anger with one; he will do the rashest things, to
make his hasty promise good. We are in constant
danger from these outeasts of passion, but they are
sublime in their suggestion! A nature ineapable of
shem would be]like a house in which no fire conld
ever be built. Even the erimes and duels and sui-
vides, which mark the path of passion are like the
trees and rocks that are seathed by the lightning
they are monuntents of the existence of that suh-
lime and awfal power that gives its secret dignity
and significance to nature, Think of a world with-
out thunder and lightning! What should we not
lose of our awe-struck respect and reverence for
nature, witihout the storms and violence that occa-
stonally shows us)the awful might that dwells in
her heart ? But it is
often destrnetive, hut it hints at his hidden capaci-

So 1t 18 with passion in man!
ties of greatness and of inspiration. A passionless
literature, poetry, art, religion—and we have little
that is not such in these times—is stupid, inettec-

tive, and moribund,
But 1t is not under the intluence of private pas-



Patriotism

That is
effected hy nations or communities moved by public

sion that the greatest things are done.

passions—and esvecially Ly Patriotism and Piety
The love of country and the fear of GGoll, even when
separately active, but above all when united, have
been the greatest moving eauses in bistory. The
vassion for beauty in art and in philosophy, createn
the glorious Greeks. But as -a great power, they
only two hundred That
measure what art and philosophy, become national

existed years. may

vassions, ean do av their best. The passion for
law  and made Italy
supremely great for eight hundred years, and

Rome and tor empile,
showed the utmost that patriotism and law, become
national passions, can attain to. Love of country
and law and religion have made and kept Encland
great for a thousand vears, and may give her some
hundred or two years more of greatness. The love
of the private home, the love of money, the rever-
cnee for law, the respect for religion, have created
America, made her greatv. She is great in her tusty
youth, great in lier possilnlitics, great in lier pas-
But that she is to de-
velop her greatpess in a permanont or tong-abiding
form is by no means certain yet, What began het

—the sense of the inhospitality in the Old World

stonate hopes and promise.

tor fresh convictions and large hopes and a longing

for free State and room enough and to spare for
higher theories of duty, coupled with a great faith
in God’s guidance and inspiration, and a preference
for His will above all that 1he scttled will ot the
world could offer, in England Hollund, or clse-
where—this kind jof faith and patriotism blended
together, will maintain it if it be preserved.

L am not thinking of what people nsually mean
by viety when they measure the faith of a country
by its churches and ministers, and expenditures for
missions.  All this often covers up spiritual seepti-
cisin and indifterence, aud is suhstitute and ex-
cuse for faith, not a product of it. Churches arve
often only the empty shelis of a faith that created
hrain long ago. The live creatures have died and

dried up. The hard shells remain,

Others made
them, and their successors preserve them from
usage, and respect for what is old and was vener-
able. But the faith in (God which 8aves a fceople
must dwell not in their priests or tewples--it must
burn in their own hearts. It is a sense of some-
thing holier, better, more sovereign than anything
they can see and handle. Itis a genuine awe be-
tore the invisible holiness avove all. Tt is a heart-

felt submission to a higher will. 1t is n sense of

anyl Piety 3

d, »endence upon that living Head or Heart which
1eld er nature and in humanity. Itisa feeling that
a hinbribable, undeeceivable, all-knowing, and all-
s g Righteousness rules in Heaven and earth,
and demands allegiance, and that the service of it
is the most !dignifying, blessed, and glorious privi-
This sentiment is not one to he
shut up in creeds, immured in churches, muttered

lege we possess.

over hy priests, it must live and breathe in a peo-
ple’s daily life, direct their aims, regulate their am-
bitions, and control their public and common mes-
sures. It must appear in public opinion; it must
preside over nominations and elections; it must
show 1itselt in the respect paid to man as God’s
image ; it must decide the question, how the China-
man, the Indian, and the Negro are to be treated
by legislation and by public sentiment. 1t must
enter into financial debates and forbid lies trom
being coined or vrinted for money. It must show
that the fear of God, as infinite and sleepless justice
and truth, lives in a people’s heart and makes it
folly and wickedness in its own cyes to prefer any
temporary advantage, or individual profit, or com-
promise of duty, to the trust it reposes in Eternal
Right and Tiuth.
faith of a nation means when it means anything in
It is from soine dim tentative sense of

This is what the religion or the

our days.

" this cternal essence of piety, thut religion, in forms

strong enough to become national, like Judaism,
hike Mahometanism, liko Brabminism, and Buddh-
Superstition owes
all its wondrous power to the true religion that lics

ism, have been mighty powers.

deformed, but not lifeless, 1n its grotesque gar-
sSuperstition is only faith untested by the
moral and intellectual powers. It holds the place
into which religion will’step by and by. And it is
vastly more signiticant and promising than that

ments.

prosaic and wholly unbelieving spirit that makes
ribalds and eynics and sceptics only. How much
of true and saving religion, or real faith in God as
a being to be served in all our thoughts and cus-
toms, and to preside over our councils and politics
and ways, there is in Awmerica, or isto be, it is not
yet quite possible wisely to affirm or prognosticate.
We bave been awfully faithless and irreligious, in
spite of all our religions pretensions and cusfos, in
onr;dealings with the unhappy races about us. Waa
treed our slaves, but we have left them in po-
litical and social bondage to feel the oppression that
white flesh geems miserably willing to inflict upon
black tlesh, Heaven knows I do not scorn the
wretched temptations and prejudices of Southeyn
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whites, or undervalue the difliculties te he e
knowledged or the excuses 1o be made for them, i
dealing as political and social equals with peopls
whose old bonddage is stained into their very skins,
But I do say that there is no religions taitn either
in the North or the South fthat deserves any conti-
dence or praise, in the acquiesconce, the cool apathy.
the prevailing sentiment, that in eficct
3,000,000 o1 1,000 000 of

black skins: « Oh, they 're another rave, and an -

NLYS to
tellow-citizens with
ferior race, and of course thoy must submit to whui-
ever injustice, short of actual slavery, theiv oil
masters may choose to mpose.  They cant vote ax
they will, it is troe; they can't buy and sell as they
will, it is truc: they are children, hut withont the
their
neither loved nor carved for, but oniy ruled and

rights of childien, and only exXpPerienees,

thrust under!” There is no faith in God as the
Universal i"uther or the Universal Justice, and the
LLover of the weak and friendless, no theism, no
pure Christianity, in this utter loss of sieht nnd
sense for the manhood, the moral and intellectual
likeness of mun to himself and to his Maker, in
this faithless putting of skin and social status hi-
fore the deeper and cessentinl realities of spivitual
oneness,  Our treatment of the slaves since they
ceased to he slaves, both South and North, has not
diminished, has perhaps hnereased, {he misfortunes
of their race and color We have shown little Clris-
tian statesmanship and no hmaity, in confessing
ourselves wholly hattled by the magnitude of the
question, and I would sooner have seen our cone
mercial prosperity and trade with the Souih ]POst-
poned a half centnry, and have the civil and social
status of the wretehed race caquitahly fixed, thun
have witnessed the irreligious wand inhwinan care-
lessness which has said. in eficet s = Oh, et hose
poor wards of the Nation (what a sative there is in
the phrase) ficht it out wichout the Nation’s inter-
ference. Give them tone and the Sonthern white
will allow the negro to vote freely and to buy and
sell freely—uafter o genoration or two of gTOSS
cruelty and contempt for law and life has gone by,
What could you expect? Of conrse, for a generi-
tion or two they must be wronged aud tyrannized
over and degraded.” 1f we thought this, or meant
or expected this, we had no right to free them at
all. There might have been some sense in o griil-
uated emancipation. ‘I'here is no sense in freeing
four hundred thousand slaves and leaving them to
the mercey of tneir own ignorance or to the eruclfies
of the disfranchised society our war for their free-
dow has created.

The Chinese question and the Indian question are
hoth tests of onr picty and patriotism, and the state
We
shiow little faith in God or in humanity when we

of the public mind is discreditable to both.

allow the question of our own Awmerican labor and
its immediate interests to hribe our statesmoen and
our Legislatures wiih policies towand foreigners,
or toward the aborigines, of exclusion or expulsion,
We

for American labor, and it we must violate all the

immjustice and vielence, want & good market
vows and recall all the invitatior s we have viven
to the wretched peasantry of the old Asiatic nnd
European worlds to come and share our frecdom
and equal laws, and our unwrought soil, in order 1o
maintain this sclfish appropriation to owi native
citizens of some advantages of the high waues of o
nrotected market in labor, we go bark upon the
principles we avowed when we started—prineiples

which declared America an asylum for the over-

loaded population of the old countries, and under a
Constitution that allowed distinetion, in religion
We are
begmning to treat our country, which started as
gloriously independent of the Old World heritages

orrace or rank no place in oul cenncils.

of race distinctions and religions distinetions amd
national hatred and jealousy ot other powers ol
other peoples, as 1f it were, after all. only just like
England, France. Germany—old, eftete, to he held
together only by compromises and a careful regard
to native prejudices and selfish wishes, It is not
patriotism that breathes in this miserable, ealen
lating temper, hut a selfish veeard (o what we can
squeeze out of our laws for our own private benclit.
[t is oursclves, our trade, onr class interests, our-
nrejudices, we serve, not the moral arandenar of the
national life, and its true glory as the Lnnd of (ree.
dom, equality, and social justice and religious lib-
mal as man is even more

erty—the land where

than man as Ameriean. It is not the Chinaman,
nor the Indian, nor the negro we wrone mes by
our abse, negleet, and oppression 1 is onrselves,
who fall from the high estate we onee glovied in.
the

worthy ot God and eountry we how down and

when  for worship of ideas and wrineiples
worship the prejudices against race and color, and
yield to the mean and sclfish claims of the people
who ask to be protected against justice, Lumanity,
aud the divine law of sympathy and hrotherhood,
Wo are

fast throwing ofi, one by one, the very order of

becatse they lower wirges or lessen aains,

nobility that our Declaration of Independenee andl

our Constitution elothied the Nution in. We are
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saying: % We are no asylum for the weak and op-
pressed ; we are o triends of man as man: we do
not see a white sonl under a black ‘skin, or o red
skin, or a yellow skin: we see only an African, an

Indian. an Asiatiec: and we hate him, because he
perplexes our polities, or obstriets our mining or
our land enterpiises, or gluts our labor market.”
What then hecomes ol all our loud-mouthed boasts
of American hospitality, of the equality of man, of
1 will

It is easily

the fraternity of frec men in a aew world ?
not say. I womder at this declension,
accounted for, but only by acknowledging that
human nature is as seliislh under republies as under
monarchics—where land is cheap and plenty as
where it is dear and scarce.  But it is none the less
to be resisted, and it would be, il patriotisin and
piety bad not become calculuting, trading pas-
sions, instead of uncalculating sentiments, valued
for their trath and glory and not for theiv material
advantages, The question for us is really this: Ilas
Ameriena seen its heroie and sublime days, and ave
we now going huckward in principle and forward
ouly in wealth and population? downward in oar
theories and ideas, and upward only in our power
and riches? 1 so, 1t is a shame and reproach. lor
the that

tenipt npon lofty ideuls ot country and of human-

one, 1 despiso temper throws con

ity. 1t isoneof the most melancholy things in our
tines that the contempt and derision of editors ad
fiterary men, statesmen and divines, to say nothing
cl politicians and merclants, is poured only upon
what is now called the cush and sentimentality of
the Fourth-of-July orators who used to voice the
public sentunent in capacious and exualtant boasts
of freedom, equality, il weleme for all the world
The like

that felt among sceptics and maferialists tor the oid

to the Land of Liberty. scorn is much
piety that flamed in self-sacrifice and burst out in
grateful praises and hung ‘on God's protection amd
honor with child-like cuthusiasm! 1 confess 1
honotr those noble passions, patriotism and piety,
even in their most puerile displays more than the
taken their

place, and which can prove to you hevond uany

cold-blooded reasonings which have
denial of logie that 1t is the first duty of a country
to scel its immedinte interests at any cost of denial
of 1ts past principles o1 its hetter and more glorious
Lhopes. I take no stoek i these ealenlating com
panies, who would teach you that your birthright
in noble 1deas and hopes is well exchanged for the
Alas God always

3 N

mess of pottaze to e cot for it

honor me with the reputation of an entbnu

-

who thinks a sound principle better than a good

dividend or a fat dinner, and sacrifices nothing of
his faith or hope to the ups and downs of the stock
exchange or the conveniences of party politics.
Alas for the peril in these days Jatent in a trinmph-
ant common sense, hard and “cold, that would esti-
mate the value of every high hops and holy faith
in the grover’s seales, or the niee haluances of the
mint! What is patriotism but an love for yow
country because it protects your property and your
life ?

among the patriots that staved at home and bought

It was worth ahoat R®300 in the late war
for that sum substitutes to take their places in the
But

not for a

ranks, what was it not worth to thosc who

went, soldicr’s  wages, or a recernit’s

bounty, or the pressure of an ugly necessity, but
hecause it was an itresistible impulse to dy to the
Was it the caleu-
laters. or the enthusiasts that gave us the vietory ?

rescue of a beloved mother?

No I am told olten that our charties are not carried
on upon business principles, Tanswer, Thank God.
no! Nor our homes, nor our poetry, nor our art, nor
our love-mnaking, nor our worship, except when
they are defiled and corrupted by the smack of
the multiplication table. That is an exeellent
thing in its place, bus when it comes between o
man and his God, o a man and his pity, or a man
and his duty, or a man and his gveat and noble
hopes, it is a nuisance, and terribly out of place.
You can’t help a poor wreteh to a dimnier or a
uight’s lodging without violating the fivst prinei-
ples of political ceonomy.  You are encouarging

idleness, vou are destroying sclf-respect, vou wre
rewarding hypocrisy, you are profongine i useless
lite that ought to be ended, you are contradicting
the fertile principle of the survival of the fittest
only. 1 say to politival economy. confine vourself
to the secular atianirs of nations and to comnieree
and trade, and leave charity to work on principles
that

older

aud {rom  sentiments ate thousands  and

thousands of years than  your rew-born

science, only hall a century old. Will you come
and poison the sweet springs of sympathy in hunan
hearts by dropping your hard economy into their

holy wells?

Who gavae man his instinets of sym-
pathy with want and sorrow : who wrofe his Biblk
ol {ender humanities, and who founded the inst:-
tutions or merey and love that distinguish Chris
tian history trom pagan life in its finest forms? It

you do not wish to go hack o the times whe'

cripples and weakly ehildien were exposed to d
starvation or by boeasts of

hy cold and
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economical grounds; when armies killed prisosiers
of war to save themselves the trouble and expens:
of guaraing or feeding thein ; when States promptly
burned or beheaded overy person who justly ex-
cited their political anxicty: when a man who
stole a-pockethandkerchief was convicted of a capi-
tul erime; when the law allowed o mman to beat Lis
wife, if noi with too big astick, and to work his
children ai but to death to support himselt more
easily, yvou had better take care how you aliow your
selfishness ind harduoess of heart to find too much
encouragement in the modern wisdom of reducing
charity to the poor to an economical scicnce. Eng-
land has ~ct us this lesson, and we propose to fol-
low, in a continent of unoccupied land and enougii
and to sparve, the ideas she has been comvelled to
adopt in an island with a scarcity of food, Don’t
listen to this learned method of extinguishing
merey and charity in youar hoearts, and of reducing
patriotisnt to a profit unad loss balance sheet. ‘They
are quite enough endangered by gellish instinets
already. DBut if you grow scientifically proud of
stinginess and apathy and diwinish of charitable
pleas, God help vou -tor you will grow us lean in
love and wercy as you fat
worldly wisdom, Pvery questful philanthropist has
But 1

had mine yearg ago, and am well over with it. 1

Lrow in pursc and

his fit of sympathy with ¢« conomical science.,

hope a day like this witl cure all ol you of too much
suspicion of the scotiment of pity and merey, and

vill make vou
maxis by filling the hearts of widows and orphans

break many  politeo-ceonomic
with joy, and the mouths of the hungry with a
plenty  they
carued your right to live and think and feel—a

bave not corned. more than vou
pure gift of yvour Creator and Father in Heaven.

1 am pleading on this blessed Thanksgiving Day
for more faith in God, as the uncaleulating Giver of
life and love and mierey; for more piety. or trust
in divine, instead ol earthi-liorn principles. in aftec-
tions, sypathies. hopes that conld not be sane or
sale or ever realized, it they were not Ligh enough
in their fountain-head, which is God, 10 go down
into the valleys andd to mount up the hills, and eive
life and vietory to those who trust in them, though
at their I am pieading for g

they Jive very tops.

patriotism that 1s iuspired by religion, aud not by
e census, or the exports amd imports, nor by the
z¢ of our direciory or the population. or the vield
of the land-—a nutriotisin that loves our country
‘0th exceptional principles and opportunity, tor

domt Lity, its royerence For Mk a8 man. for it ra

spect for labor and the right to labor, for its bospi-
talisy to the weak and oppressed, for its largeness
of sympathy with other nations in their wants. and
its smallness of need wo copy their prejudices and
heritage of old exior. We have little or no native
literature of value, but our Declaration of Indepen-
dence, believed in and maintained, is worth all the
literature in Christendom! We have little or no
native poetry ol the rirst class, but the nnagination
snd music and soug found in the characteristic
privileges and opportunities of our American lite,
our equality, our plenty. our hospitality, oar com-
passion, provided we do not hecome ashawed of
their enthusiasm and faith, 1s worth all the poetry
that was ever made. We can live poetry, while
other people can ouly write it.
and justices, which they muost be content to imn-
We have no superla-

We can do mercies

agine and embalm in verse.
ilve art in any branch-—painting, sculptuie, archi-
fecture- -but we have the passion for independent
tomes for all the people not pent up ia cities, and
last sacrificing the family sanctities by tenement
house arrangements, whetiier under the nawme of
palaces or factories. We have the att of carving
the wilderness into tarms aud towns and hamlets;
the art of painting it with harvests; the art of cov-
cring it with buts destined to grow into villages,
and at last blooming into cities. i.et us not be
hadgered and shamed by fastidious students and
crities from abroad, or natives who have had a few
months of foreign experience, in thinking it less
than the greatest country in the world, hecause ol
the glory of its fundamental laws, its original prin-
ciples; because of its humanitarion and religious
faith. What the French Revolution dreamed of,
and went out in blood because it wished to realize
its dream, we have beeo enabled to potinto some
general or universal incarnation of facts. This is

the poor man's country. ‘That ix its glory. Ilere a

poor man need not stay a poor man, nced not
cringe, and if white, and not a Chinaman or aun
Indian, need not fear the richest or most powertul.
Will you tell me how many libraries, and galleries,
and cathedrals, how many palaces and how much
fine manners or artificial brecding this single fuct
will outweigh? But alas, we are not duly jealous
of this honor, not proud of this glory, or less
jealous, and less proud than we used to he. We do
not dread the growth of an idle class, of usecless
wealth, of reckless fashions of mock-Iinglishmen
We are becoming sensitive
LR

and mock-Frenchmen.
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liveries, and foreign arts and graces, and 1mmporting
tor our amusement toreign scandals and scoundrels,
But 1 trust they will not get far boyond our great
cities, and will find fewer and fewer to achwire
them there.

1 rejoice that American wealth, happily tree trom
the main duty wealth performs in England and
other countries, of founding families, a’jusage de-
pendent on primogeniture and land-Taws of entail
that must be sooner or later repealed, is beginning
to low into channels of public usefulness, to edu-
cation, to museums, to musical and other great -
stitutions. It is infinitely hopeful that so wuch
private wealth goes in Amerien fo the service ot
the publie, by the noble surrender during : their
own lifetime of what is superfluous in the PONSeS-
sion of the fortuunate and the Prosperois.,

Brethren, the walls of our Jerusalem have bheen
broken down, in recent years, in many alarming
wavs—hy the inmroads ot irreligion and the decay
of the sort of patriotism thar made us stroug and
safe.  Above all, by the sloth, preoceupation, and
taithlessness that has demoralized onr political
life; withdrawn many of the best wen from a
watchful interest and care in practical polities, and
allowed the government in our citics and 1 onr
States to fall into the control of tricksters and sel-
Platforms

hiear everything and nothing, and the promises of

fish eormorants of place and profit.

eandidates are usually without value. Our parties
ate mdetinite and our issnes equivocal. We have
adreadtul poison, as had as slavery. at the very
heart of our volitical life—¢* the spoils of office”
vrinciple. It is the radical corruption of all our
volitieal action, and both parties are nearvly cqually
to biame tor its existence. Qur press largely hves
and thrives upon keeping up “the spoils of oftice’
pinciple: -since that gives animation of a vualgar
kind to every eleetion squabble. Who shall get the
oftice of Alderman, ur Sheriit, or Coroner is almost
as interesting as a dog-fight, and sells hundreds of
tbousands of papers that follow the history of the
rounds. Wo luve no issue, if it bas attaimed even
to that digmty vyet, before the country that com-
pares - inportance with the scorned, neglected,
and yet vitally important question of eivil service
reforin, Our leading politicians hatejit. Our honext
President has striven in vain with a Senate that
was clected mainly on the spoils of oftice principle,
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and therefore despises all propositions for taking its
dangerous patronage away to linstitute eivil service
reform, as he promised he would. He has done
something ; bat not much was in his power. Our
President-clect doubtless betioves and kno &s that
the spoils of oftice principle is the worst and most
constant corrupter of our politics, and as patriot
must desive to expel it.  But what can he do if the
chief and most powerful leaders of Loth parties in
bthe Senate and in the State Legislature where Sen-
ators are made, think it a maudlin seutimentality
to take this life and spice of party—as they evi-
dently think itt—out of political [ife? It is as
popular as New-Fasland rum used to be at the
raising ot meeting-houses ! No tree rum, no volun-
teers to lift the tunbers that were to enshrine the
worship of God! Religion secmed to rest on pun-
cheons of rum. Party polities, it is now asserted,
depend for their life on the “ spoils of oftice” prin-

ciple, and good and pafriotic men. in purpose,

jastify the principle and pricetice, just as pricesis
and deacors lookrd away, and condoned the drank-
their

Unless the people look into

chuess that followed on the Tuising of
churches and barns,
the matter quickly, we shall lose by bad adininis-
tration all tihe benefits of the best political prin-
ciples. It is the low persouns! so largely connected
with our Government matters, Municipal and State
and National, that 1s destroyine the Jove and confi-
dones and respect thut belong to the sublune and
blessed principles of the Auwerican Government.,
Let us all break with the machines i bt arcrun by
this notive power— vhe spoils of oilice "—-and  go
in for a ureat Nutional Reformn party, in which thic
hateful and corrupting priuciple or cnstom is the
one commoin enemy to be opposed. It matiers litole
who s President if administration is everywhere
deputed to the mere spoilsmen of party suceess,
Thisxis the Dacon to e pulled down : and. idol of
mere politicians though it he. It the patriotic
veozle ol this country smite it with an arvoused
sense of its appatling injurvies and threatenings of
rain to the Nation, and it willi tfull' The thanks-
that

propheey, will be equal to Neheminh's at Jerusa-

viving of blessed  dav, we  may  safel

tein s “ And that day, they offered great sacrifice.
nd rejorced—tor God had made thewn rejoice wit
wreat joy 3 the wives also and the children rejoice

-=80 that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even af
oft.”  God send the day!



