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SERMON

There shall be signs tn sun and moon and stars @ and upon
the earth distress of nations. in perplexity for the roaring of
the sea and the billows : men faintine for feare and for expec-
tation of the things which are coming on the world: for the
powers of the heavens shall be shaken, And then shall they
see the Son of Man coming in o clowd with power and great
elory.  Buat when these things hegin to come to pass. Took up.
and Tift up vowr heads: heeause yvouwr vedemption draweth
nigh.--Luoke 21: 2528,

The whole process is long. Tt hegan with the convilsions
which had the destruction of Jerusalem for their immediate
result. Tt rans on throueh all vges to the end of carthiy his-
tory, when the great and final consummation will  come.
Meanwhile there ave many subordinate consummations, and
many erises of transition @ in all of which the same forcees ave
working on and on, in all of which the conrse of events has
essentially one and the same meaning.

In the preparation of erisis the kingdom comes not with
observation,  For long periods forces work silently « the results
towwrd which they work are not evident to superticial observa-
tion.  During suceh periods there arve those who think that lit-
tle or nothing is accomplished. worth the while @ that Christi-
anity ix, at least comparatively, a fuiluve, At Tenaths however,
the evisis s prepared, and the transition begins to come. Tt
manifests itsclf in the apparent loosing of all ties for a season :

in a general hreak-up of old forms: both of good and of evil,
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The good has outgrown its old form, which had become a fetter.
With the good. in the old form elements of evil had been work-
ing : and they must he east out, that a new form may come filled
with a better life.  But in the very breakup of the old form
of good there isx often an appearance of the victory of evil. It
has long been attempting the overthrow of good @ at length the
overthrow seems to have come.  The partisans of evil raise
the shout of victory : the hearts of not a few defenders of good
fail them for fear, and for expectation of the things which are
coming on the world.  On all sides there arve pessimists, more
or less pronounced—those who have little faith or none at all,
and those whose discernment does not penetrate beneath the
surface appearance.

Ts evil winning a permanent vietory 7 With the passing away
of the old form is the power of good destroyed in the world, or
seriously and permanently diminished? It never has heen. Those
who helieve in God may be very certain that it never will be.
In the breakings up of ancient history it was always the cor-
ruption of evil which went down.  Some power of good lived
on. ax the germ of a new heginning.  In the crises of Chris-
tian history evil also has gone down : but in all other respects
the outcome has been very ditferent. It has not been some
mere germ of good that has survived, as the beginning of a
new evele like the old one. The world has got beyond the
eveles in which the same conrse of events is over and over
vepeated. The Life has come: more and more 1t Is taking
possession of the world and animating it.  The erises are cri-
ses of progress: not properly of wreek and a new beginning.
The transition is transformation.  The life takes on higher
powers and a wider range of activity. It produces finer and
erander results than before : redemption advances, the final
elovification is nearer, Such has been the actual conrse of
Christian history, fulfilling the Master’s words, They are sur-
o1 words now than ever hefore. and we live in times when we
need to talee heed to them.  Notoriously we live in a time of

far-reaching transition.  Manifestly some ave fainting for fear ;
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pessimism has more disciples than it has had in Christendom
before since the breale-up of the Roman empive.  There s
abundant matevial for Fast day scrmons, for evil is lot loose
and is very active.  Peril is real and is imminent 1 the love of
some waxes cold, and others are beguiled by cheating forms
as of an angel of light. There is abundant matevial for ;vrm(ms
alling for open-eyed vigilanee, for a vigor of faithfulness move
energetic than ever hefore.  Just as surely there s abundant
material for Thanksgiving sermons. Tnstructed by owr Lord we
may find the material in the very facts of rln"m-isis. in tlﬂ*
very movements of transition,

Consider, therefore, some aspects of the genceral fact that in
.()ul' day everything is in transition.  New forcos are used in
industry ; they are making revolution in all methods of indus-
try, and in the social combinations of industiial life.  Machin.
ery is used instead of unaided human muscele.  Fven in intel-
leetual pursuits, in all the sciences. not excepting psvehology
and theology, o multitude of mechanicenl :1])]>li:m(':\' and insh:l)-
mentalities have made investigation much more effective and
successful. s vesult of more varied il thoroush imvestioa-
tion, we have many new seiencos and o great (ll'\'(‘l(D])]ll('llth(bf
the older ones.  One result has been o mueh wider applieation
of science to the uses of life, in o multitude of new or improv-
ed arts.  Another vesult has heen the discovery of truths un-
known before, or of a new sweep and new 1'(*1:.1tiuns of truths
previ()u.sl_y known. It is as if, by new conditions of vision,
Fhe horizon of thought had heen greatly extended = while with-
}n the limits of the old horizon the Landseape was found to he
m man)t respects very different from what it had seemed. and
to contain many more objects than those formerly seen.

Certainly, great principles of truth and life ]1:1\.'(' been known
for ages.  But the sweep of some of them was not apprehend-
e'd, and the practical applications of them had been comparia-
tlvel.y few and insigniticant. They have come ont into vivid
sunlight : they have a new reality now, a new nicaning, a mul-

titude of new st 1 i ieati
ew and most important applications, Consequently,
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society is mndergoing great changes in intercourse and culture,
in spirit and in forms of organization. The methods of busi-
ness are inereasingly different from those of owr fathers.  The
ereeds, the organization and the activities of churches are mod-
itied.  The forms of government have been changing : the spir-
it of legislation, and the me sthods of political activity. All
things are ina fux. That greatly disturbs many people, inclu-
ding good people.  In the world of thought and life they have
the hwlmu of instability that men have when the solid earth
quakes under their feet.  They do not know what to think.

Some of them seem to suppose that truth is bee mnmn unecertain.

There are even a few who infer that either nothing 1s true, or
that anything can be made true by aceepting it s that if there
is a sufficiently confident assertion, white may be made black or
black white.  Unquestionably there ave great perils in times of
transition.  There is need of ealmness. of eaution, of discern-
ment, of comrnge.  But God reigns. e will guide every
willing mind : if wen arve faithful. he will ensure to them a
blessed outeome.  If something better is to come, it must
needs be by transition. and the time of transition is the very
time for establishing better forms, better institutions, which shall
embody a purer spivit. It is above all others the time of great
andl blessed opportunity, the time of manifest privilege. Both
for what we may experience and for what we may accomplish
we may be thankful that we live in such a time,  * Better fifty
years of Furope than a c¢yele of Cathay,” wrote Tennyson truly.

TFor most of us, better one year of wide-awake, vigorous and
worthy life to-day than a century in the time of Abraham, or
of King Josiah. or of Charlemagne.

Consider now a little more in detail some of the great de-
p:u-tments of life in which the old is passing wway and a new 15
coming. I spoke a moment ago of machinery.  \s compared
with our time there was no machinery in use one hundred and
fifty years ago. Ivery vear it is increasing and improving.
There are new inventions continnally, and better adaptations of
the old ones.  Machinery has revolutionized industry. It is
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little to say that, with proper mechanisms, a hundred men can do
to-day more than a thousand men could do two hundred years ago.
Therefore the introduction of the more important machines has
thrown many out of work for a time, and has sometimes oceasion-
ed great temporary sutfering.  But the multiplication of diverse
machinery has inade ten oceupations where there was one before,
has immensely inereased the quantity and variety of products for
human use and comfort, and has greatly cheapened the price of
them. By machinery, also, the great forees of nature are har-
nessed into man's service, so that man is lord of the world as
never before. It is his destiny.  The  consciousness of
101'(1s]1'ip is exalting to hin. It may curse him if  his
lordship becomes seltish or reckless: it may greatly ennoble
him if he is reverent and worthy.,  One result of this material
lordship is great reduction of the hours of labor. The whole
of life need mnot now be spent in grinding toil for mere
bread and raiment. Even the poorest has his hours of release.
There is possibility of increased dissipation and waste of life on
the one hand, hut on the other there ave opportunity and means
for a higher human culture, for a irger and a finer life,  There
are other and very different vesults. The wide and varied pos-
sibilities of machinery, and the subjugition of nature’s forces,
have occasioned an absorption of mind in things material.  In
many minds there is a tendeney to think that all human needs
may be thus supplied: while practically there arve some who
regard matter and its forces as the be-all and end-all of the
universe. That is a danger to he met and overcome, a mischiof
to be removed.  We may hope it will be temporary mischief,
while the lasting result shall e an imunense and inealeu-
lable gain of power for the uses of civilization and the highest
human life.

Notwithstanding the material development, there has heen
great spiritual activity of a high tvpe and over o wider range
of territory than ever before, Christianity is covering tﬁo
:Zh(:l:e:‘;)\illil‘_:ltlflull:l:llll:;j)l)rtl;i\ of extenston and (10\'01()1)111011‘5

cmes of discussion, ev erywhere
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producing movement and transition.  Tn non-Christian lands it
has already become evident, or is rapidly becoming so, that no
other religion can compare with the Christian in power, in
amount and gunality of trath, in practical worth for this world
and in presumable preparvation for another., There is an evi-
dent superiority of the Christian nations ; not by any means
the superiority of all types of life found in Christendom, but
only of the hetter types, which, however, gives great superiovity
to the nations as sucl.  The wnmistakableness of the fact has
oceasioned inquiry for the cause, and will oceasion such inquiry
more and more.  Some years ago the ) apanese ambassadors at
several of the European courts were instructed to ask what it
was that had given European nations sneh a development, and
had made them so mighty. Queen Vietoria replied : The Bible,
and the religion founded on it,  The Emperor William and
Bismarck replied: Christianity.,  The influence of such a
reply is incaleulable, especially if further inquiry shows that it
is a true reply.

Sut Christianity is in transition, we are told ; in process of
disappearance, some have said, affirming that a diminishing
per cent. of the population is found in the churches, which
exert a diminishing influence in the community. Whatever
may be the element of truth or plausibility in such a statement,
for the present it may be sufficient to set over against it three
facts: (1) Never hefore i the history of the United States was
so Lurge a per cent. of the population in the membership of the
churches ax during the past twenty-five years. (2) Never before
in the history of Christianity were the eunterprises of the whole
Christian chureh so vast and effective.  (8)  Never before did
the spirit and principles of Christianity come into such promi-
nence or exert such tremendous practical influence in the world.
No doubt the historie Christianity of human opinion and prac-
tice Is in transition. It needs to be frequently, if not con-
tinually.  Errors and evils need to be detected and cast out ;
defects need to be remedied : progress needs to be made. No
doubt the fundamental principles of Christianity are questioned
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as never before. Discussion ranges more widely and pursues
its investigations more profoundly.  So much the better.  [f
Christianity be true, if it be really of God, there can be but one
issue of all that.  The truth will be brought to light, where
many may see it from whom it has been more or less hidden
heretofore.  The profounder investigations will show that the
foundations are immovable.  The vesult will be an intelligent

confidence—incomparably better than any traditional faith.
The faith of comprehensive intelligence will be strong and
manifestly rational.

In general, it may be said that historie Christianity is in a
process of transition, and is In a great crisis of its history,
because its principles have generated movements which arve
affecting the whole structure of modern society, and all the
processes of modern life.  Of course there is great opposition,
and a general ferment,  If Cheistianity succeeds in recon-
structing society according to its own principles, and in trans-
forming human life, it must of conrse thereafter have a place
and a power in the world unknown, and in part even undreamed
of, hitherto. If it should fail. that would be an unprecedented
disaster in its history. We need more carefully to counsider
what the movements and problems of our time really are, what
has caused them. and toward what issue they tend. There is
one word that defines the class to which all the more impor-
tant practical movements and problems belong.  In the wid-
est sense of the word they are social.  The questions on
which everything turns ave sueh as this—What is the proper
relation of human heings, or of classes of beings, to each other?
In intercourse that is the question of castes and of social ¢lass-
es. In industry it is the question of the proper relation of
employer and cmployed, of capitalist and laborer—in some
respects as regards the administration of industry, and always
as regards the distribution of its profits.  In government 1t is
the question of civil liberty and equality, of the vight of all to
participate in government on equal terms, and the equal right
of all to the protection and benefits of government. In all



10 SERMON

departments it is a question of the spirit and the forms of
organization by which men are broucht together, and of the
wethods by which oreanization shall scek its ends, Al these
are social gquestions, The word socillsin covers sone of
them, at least in part, bhut what s properiv called socialism
las hut 2 comparatively linited spheve, The word suviulng_\'
B omueh wider in jts meaning. That is the nane of 4 new al
most comprehensive science, 10 ineludes all that pertains to
himan 1ife in the velation of human beings to each other: 5t
reaches to all the interests of organic hlnn:mil.\. Al the ques-
tions I have wentioned. and Iy anores are questions in soci-
()]u;:.\'.

Now what his brought <uch questions into Prominence, and
what are the prineiples at issue in the problens to he solved
I themselves the (questions have alwavs heen as important as
they e to-cliiy, They have alwayvs been practical questions
needing o he asked. and to e truly answered. Therefore, to
some extent, and hnosome fornn, <ome of them have come up in
the past. and have received g partiad answer, hetter o worse,
Thev are the wrgent (uestions of onr thne ; increasingly absorh-
ing adtention, and demanding fullev and more sitisfactory an-
swer than ever before. Why ¥ Beenuse i the average indi-
vidual of Chevistendom @ now life is working,  Ile has a new
sense of personal worth, of his own capaeities and possibilities,
aselfconseionsness elenror and more sacred than of old, o per-
sonality more self-centered and independent, higher aspiration
and cournge, wmare resolute vizor.  What has given to the av-
erage himan individual these charneteristies i a degree in
which he never befope possessed them 7 S far as 1 know,
there i< but one answer whicl, at all meets the demands of the
question. aid Tor whicl any adegnare evidence can be given.,
Ieis this o The teaths and spivit of Christianity,  Suel, qual-
tties of the average individoal e found only in Christendom,
and they ave just the qualities which the teuths and spirvit of

Christinnity gonerate,
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Remember that Christianity teaches o personal relation of
the individual soul to the infinite and cternal God. o divine Tove
and care for the mdividaal. o divine redemption for him, the
gift of a divine erace to him., divine Inpartations in the Process-
;'s of thought and feeling and will ¢ and it teaches that all the
work of w right and good life is a form of participation with
God. No other velicion teaches sueh doctrines s these, bt
Christianity presents them as factss Necopting them. and mak-
ing experience of the reality of them. it is not pos=sthle that one
should not come to have a more <qered selfaecard. o worthier
aspiration. & more resolute and self-contored personality. Al
these teachings ave included inowhat miay he called the Father-
hood of God.

Take now that other wnd corresponding teaching of the
brotherhood of man., It necessavily goes with the comnion
futherhood of God.  In exsential vichts. then all men are
equal. - Theyv may eladm a0 common pavrticipation in.pri\'ilv;\.‘w.
an equitable participation in the henolits of all oroanized aetiv-
ity. whether in culture, in indastry o in wovermnent. T
S<;(‘i:l] problems and conticts of onr time are nothing other
than the natmral product of suelt traths as these: for in Clhiie
tendom we are inereasingdy persuaded that these ave trnthe,
We are increasingly convineed that honanite s one Bid
that if one member sulfers, sooner or Iater all other ienbers
must sutfer with it that if one member receives o Vit
i one way or other, sooner or Lter, all members HE it
pate with it and ouzht to.  Therefore there may not he fors
of government which oive to one class of PErSons pernnnent
advantage over other classes. That is 1he very principle of
eivil liberty, the principle of revolt tn Ros<ia and of Republi-
canism in Nwmericas There may not he Lows which Cive (o one
elass of persons an important pertanent advantace over
any other elass.  If o tarilt weans soaeh n Fostering of new
iu{.hlstri(-\‘, andd sueh o development of national resourees s
shall promote the prosperity of all the people and o taiff
may be framed so as to mean that —then, so fae forth, it hias
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behind it the support of the ]n'im'ipl('
But if it means the :ul\':mt:lgu of one ¢]
others, the Promotion of monopolies, the ineregse of the pich
man’s profit and the pPoor man’s expense--and a tariff may also
be so constructed ag to niean that —they, sooner or later, that
tarift will find itself at issne with the mightiest movements of
]listm'_\'. That s not the whole of the ¢
ity is one - all the nations are
tar it means hul]) for each whepe

of human brotherhood.,

ass to the detrinment of

asechowever, Hluman.
participating nemboeps, If o
its worth noeds aclear jield
that it may the hettey contribute to the welfaye of all. then
mternations] morality will support it.  Buat if it neans selfishe
ness and exelusion, the prosperity of one nation or people with
loss to others, then, sooner or later,
brotherhood will banish it from histo
or no tariff, high tariff o Tow,
political angd ceonomien]

the spivit of universal
rv. The question of tariff,
has been considered g purely
question. with which the ([o(-:t]ogu(-
and the golden rule have as little
]mig‘n—zu'(-or(ling to the
many.  But it is g que

to do as with o political ¢am-
views of some and the practice of
stion of sm'io]ug'.\'.
questions are moral, even thouglh they
financial,  Ang these are some of the

and all sociologieal
be also political and
moral principles involved
in the taritf (question, to whiel many of our politiciang have
heen strangely insensible o culpably indifferent.

Take one of the most reeent movements of the i
tendeney to great combinations of industry, o wealth, op
power. By possibility that may be, or may be made, o move.
ment in the development of the highest civilization and the
largest wolfare may be truly and literally o movement in the
development of the kingdom of (o, What assignable limit
is there to the combinations which

may be made in the devel-
opment of ]mm:mitl\' and the Promotion of universal wolfape 7

In the nltimate civilization, that will he world-wide, there will
certainly he grander and mightier combination s than have evey
vet been dreamed of, But the profit
wed existence of them

s—the

ableness and the contin-
18 peculiarly dependent on the mora]

principles in\\'r()ught and coutrolling, Syl combinations ape
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: vee in which they shall he
permanently possible only in the degree in which t 1) -
: : ' Y ) accordance w
g in righteousness, and administered in accorda '
e L e .11 therl I. The opportunities for
dnciples of universal hrotherhood.
the principles of : ' “pportur o
‘ U are compar:
1ons ¢ oncentrations of powe
reat accumulations and cond : . ;
o l;“ The numervons velations which they sustain will
tively fow. 101 : ti ' ) PPN
' them to a great variety of influences, and will put t
Jxpose Hhe C o R TTI Tl 1i. . that can
intln a condition of mnstable equilibrimm. The hands ]t' 1
o i e erare few. Evervthing de-
: vield such power a ;
at once hold and v ‘1 . ! hing
‘ i toafter 1 has been
inuance of lite: afte powet
» s on the  continuanee ‘
- i ‘t, is alwavs uncertain.
attained life is comparatively short, and ix ‘ll\\d.\f ll i
att: ,, k
1 SILeSS 01 © or wisdom in the
F any lack of righteousness or love o
If there be any lack of rig o the
i spotism is +subtle and perpetua
i er. practical despotism is the s
use of power, priv uhtl el
liability.  Multitudes will be oppressed by it and tll(_?
‘ v : e . o p _ . s s nre
length sweep it away.  Therefore if such combinations
i 1 . : etadn power and to gt more,
1zed to enable the strone to retain ] o
organize ahle g el s
th‘t:t it may be used for personal. or class, o1 I).l]flmll.l 1 o
( the i 1 the combination sha
F - . : 1 combing
tage to the cost of humanity, the long v t o sl
m:int'tin itself, the more utter and widespread  the 1111, :
1 in which it will he involved., unein-
<1t wi ine, and in which 1t wi
wreek it will bring, : hicl e in -
ity is greater than anv :utificial combination which (.l.n
A 1 i inereasi oly observant, mereasingly
made, and humanity is inereasingl l |
) ' ) N “ TN O won wike
liscerning, increasingly vigorous. A moral sensc has D N R
disce e, astngly vig I
ned m humanity which eannot be permanently UllI](lj_;ll(l "
e e i ‘der of the worl
$t 0 2 of the wo
a ereat deal there 15 a moral orde
than that, a great deal vorld
Fully defie an e s natura
which can no more be successtully defied than can the
order of the seasons or of the planetaory mnrmn.s.. . l
ivili 1 : Voare W 1-
A5 humanity is one, <o also civilization and life are becon
AN H A b . . ‘ . e
i v the world over.  There is no movenrent surer aid
i 1 ion in one world-life. in
mightier than that towards ultimate unio . |
Y ‘ jel al terms rnationa
which all men shall participate on equal terms, Inter o
( M . 3 - . . . . - vl( (‘
intercourse represents it and promotes it: so do a world-w l
. ‘ . 1tor: ¢ =0 do
trade and commeree: so do travel and a common lterature: s
rade : ) ! frratue ol
issi © propag: istianity,
shilanthropy and the missionary propagation of Cln » .
‘ . : eve T onor
IV' tous tariffs, if thev are enacted. cannot prevent it |
1¢ b H S . . ‘l' et 4 the
1 —w 1oenacte Hna agains
Chinese exelusion laws—whether enacted in (. | h(‘] .
. ‘ M T Nt tere oo . . mesc.
rest of the world, or in the United States against the Ch
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The only true way of permanently preventing the competition
of labor h:n'mfull_y cheap is that of elevating the type of hu-
man life the wop] over by the power of the gospel and a con.
mon development, When manhood means as much in Ausgrin
or in China us it does in the hest institutions and influences of
American Iife, it will not he possible to wot e cheap labor
that presupposes or involyes human degradation ; o, the men
‘annot be found thyt will abor undey sueh conditions, Mean-
while it is reported that a cotton mill of the Lowell type is in
suceesstul operation iy China andey the superintendence of
Lowell-trained skill. I ANy one supposes that the world will
be willing to remain iy dependence and privation that we may
have a foreign market oy OUr own terms, aud chiefly for oy
own profit, e is needlessly innocent,
The unifying of civilization and 1ife the world over has its
Possibilitios of torrible evil, of foarful peril. g means in-
timate contacts with all forms of existing corruption and deg-
radation. [t means conflict fo supremacy  of the methods,
traditions, politicq] and economieal systems, ideals ang religions
of all the world, We are getting some jdey of the nature of
it from the contlicts of gy social and political Jife, Produced
by the mingling of nations and paees in the Population of the
United States. These mevely give hing of what is sure to come
with  world-wide cnergy. There will he Sources of relief,
however.  The conflict will go on gradually from, Potnt to poing,
For intelligent Citizens of e world many principles wil be
settled heforehand by conflicts that were 1, al. Loeal govern-
ments will vemain, many local differenees continue, harmonioyg
diversities wil] inerease in number while civilization ig becom-
ing essentially one the wopl over. On the brighter side that
means tmns(-omlunﬂ'\’ Dlessed Opportunity ang Possibility ang
hope. Tt means the ultinate contribution of whatsoever God
has impavted ¢, CVOrY 1uce and people, in the development of
a perfect hum:mity anda perfect soeiq] state. Thepe s need of
discernment, g wisdom, an courage, and alyye all, of fait),-
fulness to the right and good s and they there is ng doub
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